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Pastor Brendan          Worship Updates         Cornerstone Counseling        Children        

Calendar        Youth        Music        Announcements/Opportunities 

Hills of Halifax  
February, 2023 



A Letter from Pastor Brendan...   

Pastor Brendan Hock: bhock@halifaxumc.com / 717.896.8092 x 101      “Christ Centered  |  Community Driven.”         

After a long season of prayer, discernment, and conversation, our church voted by an  

overwhelming majority (90%) to disaffiliate from the United Methodist Church.  In total, 

228 members voted: 204 for disaffiliation and 24 opposed.  

Firstly, I know that as I write this article, there are some in our church family who are 

hurting right now. We know that there are those who are disappointed and others who 

are grieving… and wondering if they can stay connected to this congregation.  If you find 

yourself in that place today, I want to speak to you: Please know that you are welcome 

here and that you are loved here.  And as a church, let us covenant to pray for them and 

for our entire congregation – that God would lead us to remain focused on sharing the 

gospel of Jesus with the world.  

Now, it would be dishonest of me not to confess that this has been a tremendously  

difficult season of ministry; but in the midst of it, I have been bolstered by your support 

and prayers.  In fact, these days have afforded me some amazing experiences as I ’ve 

been invited into your homes and into your lives.  Thank you for the honest, heartfelt, 

and Spirit-led conversations that we ’ve had – I am overwhelmed by your trust, and I will 

always hold it with great care.   

As I turn my eyes toward the future, I am energized.  I am excited.  And I am eager to 

get busy building our “what’s next” – following God into the future and entrusting  

ourselves to His guidance and loving care.  

In part, that means remaining (in fact, growing) the dynamic, Christ -centered  

congregation we have always been – focused on loving God and loving others.    

That means expanding our missional focus: reaching people for Christ across the street 

and around the world.  That means raising up Christians who live out their faith as  

expressed in Holy Scripture – making more deeply-committed followers of the way of 

Jesus Christ!  

We know that the journey ahead will not be without its challenges, but with God and 

with each other, we are “confident that the One who began a good work in [us] will 

bring it through to  completion” (Philippians 1:6)!  

Please know how much Meagan and I care for you… and how honored we are to get to 

be with you in this season.   

With all God’s grace,  

Pastor Brendan & Meagan  

Thank You... 
“Thank you to the many Christmas carolers who visited my house on December 11.  Their music was so 

beautiful and greatly appreciated.  Also thanks to the HUMC members for the many Christmas cards I 

received.  God bless everyone.”  - Polly Hatter 
 

“Thank you to those involved in making the beautiful baby blanket we received in honor of Boyd’s 

birth—it’s kept him warm and cozy.  Also, thank you for the RockSTAR onesie!  We appreciate your 

thoughtfulness.”  - Derrick & Jen Altland 
 

“Dear Church Family, It is comforting to be surrounded by caring and compassionate friends.  Thank 

you all for the kind words, the sympathetic thoughts, the many cards and prayers, and the beautiful 

plants.  The death of a mother is never easy but it is comforting to know she is with her savior without 

pain or struggles.  Thank you again and may God bless each and every one of you in your walk of faith.  

In Christian Love, David & Cheryl Hoover” 
 

GriefShare Makes a Difference: 

“It has helped so much with all my feelings.  Thank you so much.” 

“Thank you for sponsoring GriefShare!  GriefShare has helped me accept the loss of my loved one.” 

“The leaders were so nice & welcoming.  It’s been a very positive experience.  It has helped me know 

the feelings & things I was going  through are normal.  It has helped validate this process.” 

“GriefShare is a wonderful program.  I’ve learned so much and I feel much closer to God.   

The information that I’ve applied and use has brought me such comfort.” 



Romans 13:8 “Let no debt remain outstanding 
except the continuing debt to love one another.” 
 

Thank you all so much for participating in this 

faith journey. As of 1/21, we have raised $83,441  

towards our $100,000 goal. Praise God for how 

He provides!  

Phase 1- Completed! 
• Rockstar Glass Door 
• Keyboard and Drums for Worship Service  
 

Phase 2- Scheduled to be completed in May  
• Window Treatments 
• New windows (already paid for) 

 

 

Phase 3- Goal is to complete in June. Need to 
raise approximately $1.5k to complete. 
• Flooring 
• Paint 

 

Phase 4- Goal is to complete in August. Need to 
raise $15k to complete. 
• Rockstar wing accessories 
 

Thank you for your generous contributions to 

Forward in Faith. Please continue to pray for  

Forward in Faith and what your contribution  

towards it can be. To make an offering above 

your tithing, please utilize the Forward in Faith 

envelope. *Also, please note, when you purchase 

a Giant gift card from the church, Giant donates 

5% towards the Forward in Faith savings fund. 

Stewardship Update 

Scholarship Information 

February Worship Schedule 

SUNDAY, February 5 

Text: Titus 2:11-15 

Message: Kindness & Goodness 

 

SUNDAY, February 12 

Text: 2 Timothy 3:1-5 & 10-13 

Message: Faithfulness 

SUNDAY, February 19:  

 Text: John 5:1-9 

Message: Hope & Healing  

Guest Speaker – Jon Buchard 

(Director of In Him Counseling) 
  

SUNDAY, February 26  

 Text: James 3:13-18 

Message: Gentleness 

 

WEDNESDAY, February 22 
7:00 PM in the Sanctuary 

Communion will be received 

Missions Team Update 

August 2– 15August 2/3 - 15/16, 2023 



The Administrative Council will meet on Monday, February 13, to review the next steps in the  
disaffiliation process.    At this meeting the Ad Council will also enter prayerful conversation regarding 
the options currently before our Church.  The Vision Team who facilitated the “Information Meetings” 
has presented a recommendation to Ad Council that our congregation consider affiliating with the 
Global Methodist Denomination.   Ultimately, the congregation will need to vote on this decision, so 
please look for more information coming your way in the future.  Thank you!  Please note that the  
official date of disaffiliation will not take effect until 60 days after May 18, 2023, when the  
Susquehanna Annual Conference meets to approve all congregations who have completed the  
requirements in the disaffiliation process.   

Administrative Council Update 

SPRC & Pastor Update 

From Pastor Brendan: 

“I am humbled by the invitation from SPRC to continue serving as your Pastor.  In this season of prayer, my calling 
and commitment to Halifax has deepened, and I’ve been inspired by the deeply rooted faith of this Church  
Family.  It is my joy to continue with you.   

Throughout this season, I've prayed for God’s desire for my future path in pastoral ministry to be revealed.  I was 
called into ministry at age 19 and God led me to the UMC where I've served for the last 15 years.  I've served 
alongside some beautiful saints of the church and made memories I will always cherish.   

However, in the last  6 years particularly, I became deeply burdened by the new direction the UMC appears to be 
preparing to take.  I have always been blessed with good Bishops and Superintendents locally, here in our  
Susquehanna Conference.  However, I have for many years now felt betrayed by the statements that other  
Bishops and leaders within our denomination have made, in failing to uphold what I consider central tenants of 
Christian faith.   

Because of these concerns, it is my intention to disaffiliate from the UMC and surrender my Conference  
membership with the Susquehanna Conference at the end of this appointment year.  This is a difficult decision, 
and I want to be clear I have deep respect for my colleagues and dear friends who choose to remain in the 
UMC.  They will always be my brothers and sisters in Christ.  Far be it from me to ever question their  
faithfulness.  However, my conscience and reading of Scripture no longer allows me to be able to serve in the 
UMC. 

                             (Continued on next page) 

The Staff Parish Relations Committee has extended an invitation to Pastor Brendan inviting him to continue  

ministering among us as our Pastor.  We are excited to inform you that Pastor Brendan has accepted our  

invitation & looks forward to continuing with us as we move into this next chapter of our life together.  We look 

forward to many years of fruitful ministry for Christ as a church family!  See Pastor Brendan’s response below. 

Sincerely, 

Staff Parish Relations Committee Rainbow Preschool 
Rainbow Preschool is gearing up for the 2023-2024 school year! Enrollment will open to 
church members and current students on February 19th, and non-members and new students 
will be able to apply starting March 5th. Applications are available on the church website and 
in the church office.  

We will also be hosting an Open House event on March 7th from 5:30-7:30 in the preschool. 
All interested families are welcome to attend to explore the school, meet the teachers and 
learn about the program.  You can contact Lisa Lau, Preschool Director, at 717.896.8092, x 
108, with any questions. 

The schedule for february is as follows:  

Feb. 7:  Fellowship and Games  

Feb. 14:  Fellowship and Games  

Feb. 21:  Bingo - Please bring 2 prizes; i.e. canned fruit or  
vegetables  

Feb. 28:  Fellowship and Games  
 

*Remember:  If the school is closed due to the weather, there is no Bedrock.  

If the school is on a delay, there is no Bedrock.    

 
Meetings begin at 9:30 AM every Tuesday at the Youth Center.   

All senior citizens are welcome. 

Bedrock Gang  

A group has been formed for Halifax church members who are considering staying in the  
United Methodist Denomination.  This meeting will take place on Monday, February 13 at 
6:30PM in the Conference Room.  This meeting will be facilitated by Joanne Konick-McMahan 
and a Conference Representative.  To register, please contact JoAnne at  
jkonick-mcmahan@susumc.org or at 610-209-2929.   

Meeting Notice 

mailto:jkonick-mcmahan@susumc.org


Adult Ministry  

Class covers the last 500 years of Christianity from the 

Reformation Period to Present Time.  Learn  how God 

has worked in his Church through history.   

Wednesdays at 6:30  - HUB 

Led by Pastor Brendan— bhock@halifaxumc.com 

   Come and be  

     refreshed in the  

                study and reflection 

   on the strengthen  

   power of prayer. 

       

   Led by Val Snyder 

   Wednesdays at  

               6:30PM 

      Room  102 
Scan the QR code for more details or go to 

this website: 
https://www.inhimchristianwellness.org/events 

Counseling Ministry Update 

CORNERSTONE COUNSELING MINISTRY — 105 Wind Hill  Drive , Halifax PA  

As I continue to pray and speak with Meagan, we feel God is leading us to become part of a new movement of 
Methodists, by joining the denomination called the Global Methodist Church.  (GMC) 

I personally know many of its leaders, and I have studied at length the teachings, doctrines, and discipline of the 
GMC.   At every point, I find this denomination to be rooted and grounded in the Bible as the primary authority.   
I am excited by their commitment to spread scriptural holiness, and their commitment to Christ-centered  
Missions and Service. (More about GMC later)  

I am excited for the season of ministry ahead here in Halifax.  It is a joy to serve with you!” 

In Prayer,   

Pastor Brendan 

SPRC & Pastor Update  (Continued) 

https://www.inhimchristianwellness.org/events?fbclid=IwAR3JwEDR_elK4B4FIBw_0N3jMJXU3IHdHctAfr0k3CXBB0yAodF074SV3dc


A Music Note 
Associate for Creative Worship/Choir Director: Carol Bostdorf— 

cbostdorf@halifaxumc.com / 717.896.8092 x 105 

The end of 2022 was busy for the music ministries of HUMC!  We participated in the Blue Christmas 
service, went to see the movie “I Heard the Bells”, went Christmas caroling to our shut-ins, presented 
the cantata “Waiting for Christmas”,  participated in the 7:30 Christmas Eve service, and were a part 
of our regular Sunday morning worship services.  I am so blessed to be surrounded by this wonderful 
group of musicians, singers, and ringers!  Their passion and love for being a part of the music  
ministries is reflected in the way they play, sing, and ring.  I just want to say thank you from the 
bottom of my heart for their dedication and for using their gifts for the Lord, and for their love, gifts, 
and support to me.  
 

It’s hard to believe another year 
has gone by.  However, we are 
ready for 2023!  The Adult Choir 
and Hand Bell Choir will  
continue to bless us with their 
songs throughout the coming 
year.   

The Worship Team that is so very faithful in  
leading us at our 10:30 service will continue to do 
so, but with some new and exciting changes.  
Change sometimes makes us uncomfortable, but 
we are hoping the changes being made at the 
10:30 service will help lead the congregation to a 
more meaningful time of praise and worship.  

 

We are called to give of ourselves and present  
ourselves as an offering. This is our desire that 
worshippers can feel comfortable to praise and by 
doing so be able to just let go and give it all to 
God.  Let’s give Him our true worship! 
 

 

 

To the congregation, I appreciate all your support and words of encouragement for our music  
ministries.  It means a lot to be part of a church that is truly a family.  
 

Wishing everyone a Blessed and Happy New Year! 

Youth Center 
Build Friendships, Connect with Mentors,  

Join the Community 

School Year Hours- Daily 2:30-5:30 all full  
Halifax school days. Open to all youth 6th-12th 
grade.   
 

If you have any interest and availability in 
helping out at the Halifax Youth Center, please 
reach out to Cherry Pechart at: 
youth@halifaxumc.com, or (717)896-8092, ext. 
113.  
 

See Halifax Youth Center Facebook Page for 
Activity Updates, Youth Center Waiver,   
Code of Conduct, and General Policies.   

February 26th: Battleball Sponsored by Salt N’ 
Light Youth Ministry@ Messiah University 

Join the RockSOLID Dodgeball Team as we battle other 
Youth Groups for an afternoon of fun. There will be a 
Youth Worship Night after the games.  We will leave 
Church around 12Noon and return around 9pm.   
See RockSOLID Youth Ministry on Facebook or  
Instagram for Sign-up Form or us the QR Code on the 
Battleball Ad.  You can also RSVP by contacting Cherry.  

mailto:youth@halifaxumc.com


RockSOLID Youth Ministry Update 
Youth Ministry Coordinator: Cherry Pechart—youth@halifaxumc.com | 717.896.8092 x 113  

We exist to reach, equip, and empower students to be life-long followers of Jesus.  

February 17th-18th: 30 Hour Famine 

The RockSOLID Youth will be participating in the  
National 30Hour Famine Event.  Youth will fast from 8am Friday 
until 2pm on Saturday.  We will gather at the church on Friday at 
6:30 to learn together, encourage each other and help with  
service projects.  Our Fast will be ended with a meal together 
before heading home at 3pm on Saturday.  See RockSOLID Youth 
Ministry on Facebook or Instagram for Registration Form.   
Or RSVP by emailing Cherry at Youth@halifaxumc.com. 

If you would like to sponsor us for this Fasting event, please see 
one of the Youth or Cherry.  All proceeds go to World Vision.   

YOUTH SUNDAY SCHOOL (6th to 12th Grade)- Sundays 9am 

Middle School and High School meet in the HUB. The last Sunday of the 
Month the Youth make breakfast.  

Spring 2023: The Beautiful Disciplines  

During weekly Youth Sunday School, 9am, we will be digging into the  
spiritual disciplines that Jesus taught. Understanding these disciplines will 
help us know how to grow deeper in our faith and become more connected 
to God on our own.  I am looking forward to learning and growing together! 

ROCKSOLID WEDNESDAY YOUTH GROUP-  6-7:30pm  

Dinner served from 5:30-6pm.  Come join us for our large group lesson, 
small group discussion, and games.   

RockSTAR Children’s Ministry Update 
Children’s Ministry Coordinator: Sami John—children@halifaxumc.com / 717.896.8092 x 103 

-Sami 

This year at Rockstar labs we are  

collecting first aid supplies to donate to 

Mission Central. We want to invite our  

congregation to participate in this  

mission project. Kids, if you are  

registered for Rockstar Labs you can bring 

your donations to the event or bring them 

in anytime this month. Thank you for  

supporting this mission project! 

mailto:Youth@halifaxumc.com



